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Managing Partner 
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CJ Blankenship is the Managing Partner at the firm and consults with clients and the BCPAG 

team on the most challenging tax, accounting, management and financial matters.  He is a 

National Merit Scholar and received his Bachelor of Business Administration with honors in 

Accounting from Belmont University.  He has over twenty years of management experience in 

a variety of industries and service sectors and had worked at Crowe Chizek (currently Crowe 

Horwath, LLP) and RSM McGladrey, Inc. prior to joining the firm in 2007.  CJ was admitted as a 

partner in the firm in February of 2009 and has served as the managing partner since.  Over 

his career CJ has performed a variety of consulting services for hundreds of clients, including 

serving in an outsourced CFO capacity for an international manufacturing and distribution 

company with operations and customers around the globe.  CJ spends his workdays on 

mergers and acquisitions, not-for-profit consulting and compliance matters, planning 

(particularly with tax favored investment strategy), management consulting, tax compliance, 

accounting systems and matters for businesses, not-for-profits and individuals, and manages 

the day to day processes and strategic direction of the firm. 

CJ has a heart for Christian ministries and is the Founder and President of Christian Recovery 

Houses, Inc., and consults with several not for profit boards.  He has also served the TSCPA 

Nashville Board and Federal Tax Committee, and has served as the Treasurer at the 

Tennessee Christian Chamber of Commerce.  He used to spend a lot of hours with the guitar 

and Christian song-writing, playing golf, camping, hunting, fishing, writing and 

exercising.  Now, he is blessed to have married up to his lovely wife Amanda, and spends most 

of his free time as a father of two wonderful sons and a sweet little girl to round out the brood 
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   CHRISTOPHER L. GRIFFIN, CPA, ABV, CFF 

Partner, Director of Tax 

(615) 371-2135 

cgriffin@bcpas.com 

Chris Griffin joined the firm in 1996 and became a partner in January 1999.  He received his 

Bachelor of Business Administration degree in Accounting from Middle Tennessee State 

University and spent six years with the IRS.  He is a CPA and Accredited in Business 

Valuation (ABV) with the AICPA.  Chris currently serves as Tax Director for the firm, but 

also provides business valuation, tax, audit, accounting and consulting services to 

individuals, businesses and not-for-profit organizations, with special emphasis in corporate 

and partnership taxation. In the last half-decade he has become involved in overseeing the 

offices outside of the Brentwood office including providing management support over those 

team members who practice in all areas of the firm.  

Chris enjoys spending time with his wife, Angela, and their four children, two of which have 

graduated from college and two are in high school.  They like to travel, go camping, attend 

sporting events, visit amusement parks, and most all types of outdoor recreation.  He was 

born in Tennessee and has lived here for most all his life with a small portion of his 

childhood spent in St. Louis, Missouri.  He currently resides in Franklin, TN and is a member 

of Fellowship Bible Church where he enjoys participating in additional bible studies and 

activities outside of the traditional Sunday morning services. 
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BEN SMIDT 

Senior Consultant 

615-425-2324 
bsmidt@bcpas.com 

Ben joined BCPAG in 2017, after spending 10 years with Caterpillar, Inc. A native of Illinois, 

Ben earned an Accounting & Finance degree from Olivet Nazarene University in 2007, 

completed the CPA exam in 2009, and gained a Six Sigma Black Belt certification in 2012. 

While at Caterpillar, Ben progressed in a general management career with roles in finance, 

logistics, marketing, aftermarket solutions, dealer support, and mergers & acquisitions. Ben 

played a key role in deploying Caterpillar’s Operating & Execution Model, and he participated 

in Caterpillar’s 2017 Enterprise Strategy refresh. As part of his professional journey, Ben has 

travelled the globe extensively and relocated five times, including living in Europe from 2009-

2012 and in Nashville from 2014-2015. 

With family roots in small business, an interest to serve multiple industries, and a desire to 

get off the road, Ben has found a great match in Blankenship CPA Group. At BCPAG, Ben is 

merging his CPA and general management experiences to meet clients’ consulting needs and 

contribute to BCPAG firm administration. 

Ben and his wife, Bekah, have been married since 2006 and have four children. The whole 

family is thrilled with the many benefits of middle Tennessee and their new hometown of 

Nolensville, TN. They all enjoy serving in the church and spending time together, especially 

when getting outdoors or following the St. Louis Cardinals. 
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  G. MICHAEL BEDUZE 
 

While now serving fulltime as a family and business consultant, Michael has experienced a 

diverse, 40-year professional career serving as an investment specialist for a New York Stock 

Exchange firm and CEO to a number of companies (including his family-owned wealth 

management firm). Michael is a certified consultant for two international human 

performance organizations and is a certified alignment optimization consultant. 

In 1998, Michael began what would become an intense 20-year study of human and family 

dynamics and organizational behavior. His education spans courses on: life coaching; to a 

year of weekly meetings with a team of psychologists working on best practices for living a 

purposeful life; to multiple memberships in national, multi-disciplinary professional study 

groups and think tanks on family and human dynamics; to executive training received under 

leading experts in human, family and organizational behavior from Harvard, Georgetown, 

Northwestern and many other thought leaders in the field. He also received training from 

professors at Georgetown’s Bowen Center for the Study of Families (Bowen Family Theory). 

On a practical level, he has been working intensely with families and their issues for 40+ 

years. This work has included counseling with couples, families and business owners to 

reconcile severe strains in relationships. 

Michael received his undergraduate degree in Business Management from the University of 

Louisiana and has attained several professional designations related to his earlier career 

serving as a financial advisor, including Certified Financial Planner®, Chartered Financial 

Consultant®, Certified Retirement Administrator®, Chartered Life Underwriter® and Certified 

Retirement Counselor®. 

Michael has substantial experience and expertise working in the realms of the business 

system; ownership system and the family system. Some specific competencies are in the 

areas of visioneering, innovation, strategic planning, cultural and other forms of alignment, 

leadership, human development, conflict resolution, exit planning, group facilitation and 

family office development. 

Michael is married to his college sweetheart, Connie. They recently celebrated their 43rd  

anniversary and have three adult children, three children-in-love, and three grandchildren. 

He is active in his church, enjoys family time and investing in the lives of others. 

 



 

 

TOM MOUCKA 
 

As Dean of the Rising Forums, Tom brings a unique perspective and a wealth of experience 

into play. He earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology, his master’s degree in theology and 

his doctorate in leadership development. He is a Rule 31 Mediator for the courts of 

Tennessee, an EMT and certified in Critical Incident Stress Debriefing for the Franklin police. 

Tom was an Area Director with Young Life and pastored for thirty years, established a 

successful consulting firm specializing in strategic funding for nonprofits and authored a 

book on legacy giving. He is currently the president of Samson House, Inc., the supporting 

nonprofit for the 14,500 member Samson Society. 

 

Tom’s passion is to help younger men and women live in the freedom of authenticity and 

realize their dreams of making the world a better place. “Yeah, I know,” he says, “that sounds 

a bit lofty, but it’s doable when you know who you are and why you’re here. I borrowed my 

personal philosophy from the old Schlitz beer ad: ‘Go for the Gusto!’ (nice sentiment, lousy 

beer). I think they stole it from Jesus who said, ‘Greater things than these you will do.’ I’m in! 

That’s why I like the Rising Forums, if you get the purpose stuff right, the numbers will 

follow.” 

 

Tom lives in Franklin, TN; loves fly fishing, backpacking, golf and his family; favorite movie: 

Forrest Gump; current favorite book: “A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles; favorite 

destination: wherever the trout are biting… in the mountains. 

 


