
    FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

 

1. The offer by Blankenship CPAs for our rising leader to participate in a Free-Look month of the Rising Leaders 

Forum℠ seems to be a lot of value to be offering it for free. Are there any hidden costs or financial 

obligations? 

 

No, none. Blankenship is underwriting the Free-Look Month because it strongly believes the Rising Leaders 

Forum℠ will be of substantial benefit to family-owned businesses. Blankenship will also donate their time to 

present ‘Strategy Briefings.’ Blankenship receives no revenue from the Rising Leaders Forum℠ or Da Vinci Global 

Consulting, LLC. 

 

2. You use the term “Free-Look Month” rather than a “Free Month.” Why? 

 

Free-Look refers to people having an opportunity to experience the Rising Leaders Forum without any financial 

obligation whatsoever. However, for people enrolling in the year-long Rising Leaders Forum℠, the membership 

fee is for the full Forum Year from January 1 through December 31. So, the Free-Look month is not “free.” 

 

3. When you refer to a “family’s rising generations of family and business leaders,” who are you specifically 

referring to? 

 

Children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews of a business owner that are currently or will shortly be working in 

the family business, generally ages 24 through 40. 

 

4. If I sign-up my child to participate in the Free-Look month for the Rising Leaders Forum℠, what are their 

obligations? 

 

The Rising Leaders Forum℠ has been professionally developed by experts serving privately-held, family-owned 

businesses—experiencing each element of the month-long cycle of components is important to maximizing the 

value of the experience. Therefore, the only obligation of people signing up for the Free-Look month is to fully 

participate. 

 

5. I have been looking for a program like the Rising Leaders Forum℠ for some time. If I sign-up my child for the 

program, when does it start after the Free-Look Month? 

 

The Free-Look month is actually month #1 of the year-long Rising Leaders Forum℠ that begins in January. Month 

#2 starts in February with the first meeting on February 6. A schedule of all 2020 Forum events is available. 

 

  



 

6. If I decide to sign-up for the full Rising Leaders Forum℠ program, are there any other additional expenses 

besides the membership fee itself? 

 

There are no additional expenses related to the Rising Leaders Forum℠ itself. Members may wish to schedule 

unofficial Forum outings on their own which may involve some costs. 

 

7. I understand that there is an ‘Early Bird Discount Membership Offer’ to sign-up for the full 2020 Rising Leaders 

Forum℠. What if I take advantage of the early sign-up and for some reason my rising leader decides to opt-out 

of the program at the end of their Free-Look Month experience? 

 

The Early Bird Offer includes a guarantee that if for ANY reason you want to withdraw from the program on or 

before January 29, 2020, you will receive a FULL REFUND of the membership fees paid. 

 

8. If I want to sign-up for my rising leader to be a member of the Rising Leaders Forum℠, what is required? 

 

You and your child will enter into a Membership Agreement. Also, you will owe the full annual membership fee 

whether you pay it in a lump sum or in periodic payments. If you select the periodic payment method, the first 

and last month’s payments are due upon signing the agreement. All periodic payments are required to be made 

by credit card which remains on file to process future payments on the first day of each month starting February 

1. Keep in mind that there are NO REFUNDS. And, if you elect to pay by periodic payments, the agreement binds 

you to pay all remaining payments. 

 

9. I have a rising leader in my business who is not a family member. Are they eligible to become a member of the 

Rising Leaders Forum? 

 

Yes, but understand that the program was designed to address generational issues between owners and their 

heirs. 

 

10. If I become a member of the Rising Leaders Forum℠ for 2020 and there are some unavoidable conflicts with 

Forum activity dates, what are my options if I can’t participate? 

 

All but the Workshop and Strategy Briefing (which occurs the same day) is done on a virtual, video conferencing 

basis. That means if the reason you are missing the meeting is due to travel or rehabbing an injury, you will still 

be able to participate. The same is true for the Workshop presentations and possibly the Strategy Briefing 

presentations which will also be available via video conferencing. Lastly, all of the materials reviewed during 

Forum meetings will be accessible through the RLF’s technology platform. 


